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(CBS News) MARTHA'S VINEYARD, Mass. - It's tough to beat the view from 
Richard Skidmore's office. 

He's the keeper of the hghthouse atop the Gay Head Chffs at the tip of Martha's 
Vineyard ~ cliffs that are being chipped away by erosion. 

There's 47 feet between the cliff and the 
lighthouse. 

"W^e've put a date of 2015. It has to be 
moved by that year ... or it would tumble 
into the sea," said Skidmore. 

V\^hich explains the lighthouse's prominent 
place on the list of the country's most 
endangered historical landmarks. 

They need $3 million to move it as far as 500 feet. 

"W^e are playing against mother nature," said Skidmore. 
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The Gay Head Cliffs lighthouse in Martha's Vineyard sits on eroding cliffs. / CBS NEWS 

There's been a lighthouse here since 1799. This one was built in 1856 at a time 
when this channel was the busiest shipping lane in the country, and boats were 
guided by the beacon on the hill. 

"It's two things. It's warning you about those rocks, and welcoming you home," 
said Skidmore. 

Even today, the lighthouse plays its part in keeping the local economy going. 
Hundreds of tourists are drawn here each day. 

Cully Vanderhoop's family has been running businesses alongside the lighthouse 
for 70 years. 
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Surveyors and engmeers have identified 
three potential spots where the lighthouse 
would be safe for at least another lOO years. 

"It's really a matter of keeping the lighthouse here. That's the job of the light house 
keeper now, is preserving the light. This was a big part of life here," said Skidmore. 

Because those who love this lighthouse are not willing to see the light go dark. 
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Jim Axelrod 

Jim Axelrod is the anchor of the Saturday edition of the "CBS Evening 
News" and a national correspondent for CBS News, reporting for the 
"CBS Evening News with Scott Pelley" and other CBS News 
broadcasts. 
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